PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE

6.1  Prhate language

Philosophy is not a study of the structure of facts but a purely
linguistic investigation. Here I would like.to discuss the problem
of private language in the light of main thesis. In fact, this
problem of language has become controversial in the recent
philosophy of language.

The notion of a private language, according to Wittgenstein is,
one that it is understood by one person only. By 'private* is
meant that no one other than the speaker could understand it.
Because 'the individual words of this language are to refer to
what can only be known to the person speaking to his imme-
diate sensations. So another person cannot understand the lan-
guage.'1 This definition of Wittgenstein includes not only sensa-
tion, but everything that has been called a 'mental act'. This
private language notion cannot be taught to or learned by any-
one other than the speaker, because it is a language which a par-
ticular person employs to refer to his own experience.

1. Wittgenstein, L.* Philosophical Imestigatwm, Sec. 243* p. 84*